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LINCOLN REPORT:  
ESTIMATED 637,000 ARKANSANS WILL NOT RECEIVE SOCIAL SECURITY COST OF 

LIVING INCREASE IN 2010; 100,000 OF THEM WILL PAY MORE FOR MEDICARE 

 

130,000 Arkansas seniors rely on Social Security as their only source of income 

 

A new report from the office of U.S. Senator Blanche Lincoln shows that approximately 637,000 

Arkansas seniors—602,017 Social Security retirement and disability beneficiaries, 25,564 military 

retirees and 9,700 railroad retirees—will be hurt by the freeze in the Social Security cost of living 

adjustment (COLA) for 2010.  Approximately 130,000 Arkansas seniors rely on Social Security as their 

only source of income. 

 

Of the 637,000 Arkansans who face no cost of living increase, more than 100,000 of them will also pay 

more for their Medicare Part B premiums, which are rising for 2010.  Current law states that most 

Medicare beneficiaries do not have to pay the increased premium in any year in which they do not receive 

a Social Security cost of living adjustment.  However, this law does not cover about one-fourth of 

Medicare beneficiaries who will be forced to pay the premium increase. 

 

To provide relief to our seniors, Senator Lincoln, who serves as Chair of the Senate Finance Committee’s 

Social Security Subcommittee, is drafting legislation that would: 

 

1. Provide $250 economic relief payments that would compensate Arkansans for the lack of a Social 

Security COLA increase.  These payments would bring an estimated $160 million into 

Arkansas’s economy, helping an expected 637,000 Arkansans. 

 

2. Ensure that Medicare beneficiaries do not see premium increases that would subsequently result 

in a decrease in their Social Security benefits. 

 

3. Require the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) to assess the merits of a price index that more 

accurately reflects true inflation for the elderly by taking into account their unique spending 

trends. The BLS would also be required to report to Congress on whether this index could or 

should be tied to the COLA for Social Security beneficiaries.  

 

Total State 
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Beneficiaries
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iv
 

Total Arkansas 602,017 $159,320,250 469,454 117,363 
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Central Arkansas 

In Central Arkansas, over 129,410 Arkansans would receive approximately $32.4 million in one-time 

payments.  Approximately 25,000 Central Arkansans will pay more for Medicare Part B. 

 

County Social Security 

Retirement & 

Disability 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Economic 

Relief 

Payment 

Medicare  

Part B 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Beneficiaries 

Affected by Premium 

Increase 

Faulkner 16,135 $4,033,750 11,981 2,995 

Garland 26,820 $6,705,000 22,401 5,600 

Pulaski 66,195 $16,548,750 51,915 12,979 

Saline 20,260 $5,065,000 14,867 3,717 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Arkansas 

In Southeast Arkansas, over 67,145 Arkansans would receive approximately $12.5 million.  

Approximately 16,000 Southeast Arkansans will pay more for Medicare Part B. 

 

County Social Security 

Retirement & 

Disability 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Economic  

Relief Payment 

Medicare  

Part B 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Beneficiaries 

Affected by 

Premium Increase 

Arkansas 4,405 $1,101,250 3,589 897 

Ashley 5,345 $1,336,250 4,255 1,064 

Bradley 2,845 $711,250 2,351 588 

Chicot 3,050 $762,500 2,433 608 

Cleveland 1,940 $485,000 1,590 398 

Desha 4,990 $747,500 2,425 606 

Drew 3,765 $941,250 2,931 733 

Jefferson 15,205 $3,801,250 12,367 6,184 

Lee 2,350 $587,500 1,885 471 

Lincoln 2,460 $615,000 1,936 484 

Lonoke 11,160 $2,790,000 7,989 1,997 

Monroe 2,245 $561,250 1,857 464 

Phillips 5,195 $1,298,750 4,126 1,032 

Prairie 2,190 $547,500 1,841 460 
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Southwest Arkansas  

In Southwest Arkansas, over 80,330 Arkansans would receive approximately $19.3 million.  

Approximately 16,000 Southeast Arkansans will pay more for Medicare Part B. 

 

County Social Security 

Retirement & 

Disability 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Economic  

Relief 

Payment 

Medicare  

Part B 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Beneficiaries 

Affected by 

Premium Increase 

Calhoun 1,370 $342,500 1,076 269 

Clark 4,720 $1,180,000 3,745 936 

Columbia 5,790 $1,447,500 4,786 1,197 

Dallas 2,055 $513,750 1,625 406 

Grant 3,470 $86,750 2,682 671 

Hempstead 4,705 $1,176,250 3,716 929 

Hot Spring 7,640 $1,910,000 5,744 1,436 

Howard 3,095 $773,750 2,463 616 

Lafayette 1,950 $487,500 1,587 397 

Little River 3,220 $805,000 2,531 633 

Miller 8,625 $2,156,250 6,471 1,618 

Montgomery 2,635 $658,750 2,082 521 

Nevada 2,315 $578,750 1,860 465 

Ouachita 6,655 $1,663,750 5,426 1,357 

Pike 2,810 $702,500 2,201 550 

Polk 5,660 $1,415,000 4,351 1,088 

Sevier 2,950 $737,500 2,385 596 

Union 10,665 $2,666,250 8,555 2,139 
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Northeast Arkansas 

In Northeast Arkansas, over 128,904 Arkansans would receive approximately $33.2 million.  

Approximately 26,000 Northeast Arkansans will pay more for Medicare Part B. 

 

County Social Security 

Retirement & 

Disability 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Economic  

Relief Payment 

Medicare Part B 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Beneficiaries 

Affected by 

Premium 

Increase 

Clay 4,760 $1,190,000 3,877 969 

Cleburne 7,950 $1,987,500 6,362 1,591 

Craighead 17,210 $4,302,500 12,870 3,218 

Crittenden 8,960 $2,240,000 6,582 1,646 

Cross 4,070 $1,017,500 3,144 786 

Fulton 3,625 $906,250 2,818 705 

Greene 9,480 $2,370,000 7,270 1,818 

Independence 8,635 $2,158,750 6,698 1,675 

Izard 4,380 $1,095,000 3,472 868 

Jackson 4,350 $1,087,500 3,518 880 

Lawrence 4,770 $1,192,500 3,842 961 

Mississippi 9,815 $2,453,750 7,605 1,901 

Poinsett 6,305 $1,576,250 4,906 1,227 

Randolph 5,025 $1,256,250 5,184 1,296 

St. Francis 5,335 $1,333,750 3,972 993 

Sharp 6,385 $1,596,250 4,130 1,033 

Stone 3.955 $988,750 3,101 775 

White 15,860 $3,965,000 12,217 3,054 

Woodruff 1,985 $496,250 1,594 399 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 5 of 5 

 

Northwest Arkansas  

In Northwest Arkansas, over 194,630 Arkansans would receive approximately $47.7 million.  

Approximately 37,500 Northwest Arkansans will pay more for Medicare Part B. 

 

County Social Security 

Retirement & 

Disability 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Economic 

Relief 

Payment 

Medicare 

Part B 

Beneficiaries 

Estimated 

Beneficiaries 

Affected by 

Premium 

Increase 

Baxter 15,250 $3,812,500 12,510 3,128 

Benton 34,340 $8,585,000 26,546 6,637 

Boone 9,970 $2,492,500 7,609 1,902 

Carroll 6,770 $1,692,500 5,067 1,267 

Conway 5,280 $1,320,000 4,201 1,050 

Crawford 12,930 $3,232,500 9,534 2,384 

Franklin 4,400 $110,000 3,487 872 

Johnson 5,700 $1,425,000 4,321 1,080 

Logan 5,865 $1,466,250 4,617 1,154 

Madison 3,625 $906,250 2,687 672 

Marion 5,350 $1,337,500 4,127 1,032 

Newton 2,510 $627,500 1,903 476 

Perry 2,740 $685,000 2,043 511 

Pope 12,395 $3,098,750 9,589 2,397 

Scott 3,045 $761,250 2,306 577 

Searcy 2,725 $681,250 2,053 513 

Sebastian 24,205 $6,051,250 18,698 4,675 

Van Buren 5,410 $1,352,500 4,330 1,083 

Washington 27,215 $6,803,750 20,772 5,193 

Yell 4,905 $1,226,250 3,867 967 

 

                                                           
i
 U.S. Social Security Administration, Old-Age, Survivors and Disability Insurance Beneficiaries in current pay status 

in December 2008 

ii
 Lincoln Staff calculations 

iii
 Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Medicare County Enrollment as of July 1, 2006 

 
iv
 Lincoln Staff calculations 


